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Synopsis

"Kevin Baker, inspired master of the historical novel, celebrates Americad ™s moxie in this
kaleidoscopic canon of invention and innovation. By unpacking the provenance of eclectic novelties,
from the safety pin to the supermarket and the subway, Baker identifies the visionaries and values
that defined the American dream."a "Sam Roberts, The New York Times What are the origins of the
electric guitar? How did the whaling ship work? Why was the invention of the electric motor so
crucial for the New York City subway? The incredible stories behind these strokes of genius and
more, told by author Kevin Baker, fill the pages of America the Ingenious. Here are 76 of the most
intriguing, important, and ingenious inventions realized in America, from the Panama Canal, the
Hoover Dam, the Golden Gate Bridge, and Frank Lloyd Wrighta ™s Fallingwater to the oil rig, the
electric sewing machine, and the telephone. Who came up with these ideas? How long did they
take to realize? What were the complications? How, exactly, do these things work? And how have
they affected who we are today? This book will satisfy the curiosity of history and miscellany buffs
alike. Readers will walk away with a new appreciation for these world-changing inventions, as well

as a newfound understanding of what makes America the perfect breeding ground for ingenuity.
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